
JOAN M. O’DONNELL 
 
Qualifications 

 Macquarie University, 2018: PhD in Clinical Medicine 
 University of Sydney, 1998: M.Sc.(Med):  
 Cumberland College of Health Sciences, 1986: B.App.Sc.(OT) 

 
Experience & education 
 
February 2019 – current Lecturer, Discipline of Occupational Therapy, School of Health 

Sciences, Faculty of Medicine and Health, University of Sydney 
 
May 2016 – January 2019 Associate Lecturer, Discipline of Occupational Therapy, Faculty 

of Health Sciences, University of Sydney 
 
October 2010 – 2018 PhD student(part time), Department of Clinical Medicine, 

Faculty of Medicine and Health Science, Macquarie University 
  
January 2003 – April 2011 Rehabilitation Consultant, Re-Start Consulting Pty Ltd.  
 
February 2001 – Dec. 02 Quality Coordinator for the St. John of God Health Services, 

Sydney.  
 
January 1998 – July 1998 Adviser, Clinical Outcomes and Quality, HCF, Sydney.  
 
May 1996 – March 1997 Manager, Hospital & Medical Utilisation Review, HCF Sydney.  
 
July 1994 – April 1996 Quality Improvement Coordinator, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, 

Sydney.  
 
January 1994 – June 1994 Acting Executive Officer, Division of Allied Health, Royal Prince 

Alfred Hospital, Sydney 
 
June 1993 – December 1993 Positron Emission Tomography (PET) Evaluation Coordinator, 

Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney.  
 
November 1992 – May 1993  Acting Head of Department, Occupational Therapy, Royal 

Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney 
 
1989 – 1993 Senior Occupational Therapist, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, 

Sydney 
 
1988 – 1989 Occupational Therapist, various facilities in Britain.  
 
1986 – 1987 Rotational Occupational Therapist, Royal Prince Alfred. 
 
1983 – 1986 Occupational Therapy student. 
 



1982 – January 1983 Rotary Exchange Student to Orsa in Sweden.  
 
1981 Completed the Higher School Certificate (HSC) at Tenterfield 

High School, Tenterfield, NSW. 
 
 
 
 
Publications 
 
Johnston, B.J., O’Donnell J.M., Manuguerra M., Davidson S.D. (2020). Test-retest reliability of 
touchscreen DriveSafeDriveAware. Australian Occupational Therapy Journal, 00: 1-9 DOI: 

10.1111/1440-1630.12706 
 
 
O’Donnell J.M., Morgan M.K., Manuguerra M., (2018) Patient functional outcomes and quality 
of life after surgery for unruptured intracranial aneurysm: a prospective cohort study. Journal of 
Neurosurgery, 130(1):278-285 ISSN: 0022-3085; DOI: 10.3171/2017.8.JNS171576 
 
 
O’Donnell, J. M., Al-Shahi Salman, R., Manuguerra, M., Assaad, N., & Morgan, M. K. (2018). 
Quality of life and disability 12 months after surgery vs. conservative management for 
unruptured brain arteriovenous malformations: Scottish population-based and Australian 
hospital-based studies. Acta Neurochirurgica, 160:559-66: doi:10.1007/s00701-017-3451-2 
 
 
Morgan M.K., O’Donnell J.M., Heller G.Z., Rogers J. M. (2018) Comparing outcome scales for 
unruptured intracranial aneurysms: A prospective cohort study. Journal of Clinical Neuroscience 
58: 56-63. 
 
 
O’Donnell J. M., Morgan M.K., Heller G.Z. (2017), The risk of seizure following surgery for brain 
arteriovenous malformation (bAVM): A prospective cohort study. Neurosurgery 29: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/neuros/nyx101 
 
 
O’Donnell J. M., Morgan M.K., Bervini D., Heller G.Z., Assaad N.A. (2016) The Risk of Seizure 
After Surgery for Unruptured Intracranial Aneurysms: A Prospective Cohort Study. Neurosurgery 
0:1–8, 2015; DOI: 10.1227/NEU.0000000000001176 
 
 
O’Donnell J., Morgan M.K., Reply to Letter to the Editor: Quality of life of patients affected by 
unruptured brain AVMs. Journal of Neurosurgery Apr 2015 / Vol. 122 / No. 4 / Pages 984-986 
http://thejns.org.simsrad.net.ocs.mq.edu.au/doi/full/10.3171/2014.9.JNS141969 
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Lai, L. T., O'Donnell J., Morgan M.K. (2013). "The risk of seizures during the in-hospital admission 

for surgical or endovascular treatment of unruptured intracranial aneurysms." Journal of 
Clinical Neuroscience 20(11): 1498-1502. 

 
 
 
Accepted for publication: 
 
O’Donnell, J.M., Morgan M.M., Manuguerra M., Bervini D., Assaad N.A. Patient 

functional outcomes and quality of life after surgery for unruptured brain 
arteriovenous malformation. Acta Neurochirurgica 

 
 
 
Published Refereed Conference Abstracts: National 
 
O’Donnell J., Morgan M.K., et al, DriveSafe/DriveAware: A Normal Population Test Retest 

Reliability Study (2013). "Wednesday 24th July." Australian Occupational Therapy 
Journal 60: 1-50. 

 
O’Donnell J., Morgan M.K., et al DriveSafe/DriveAware: A Normal Population Test Retest 

Reliability Study (2013). "Wednesday 24th July." Australian Occupational Therapy 
Journal 60: 1-50. 

 
O’Donnell J., Morgan M.K., et al Fitness to drive After Surgery for Unruptured Intracranial 
Aneurysms and Brain AVMs: Pre and Post Treatment Results on DriveSafe/DriveAware (2013). 
"Wednesday 24th July." Australian Occupational Therapy Journal 60: 1-50. 
 
 
Invited Teaching 
 
2019 Invited speaker: Assessing fitness to drive. Australian New Zealand Society of Occupational 
Medicine NSW/ACT Branch Weekend Meeting. Orange NSW; 24-25 August 
 
2019 Invited Speaker: Measuring outcomes in health using an occupational therapy perspective; 
Examples from clinical and research activities. NSW Health NSLHD Ambulatory Care; 28 May 
 
 
2020 Invited speaker: Assessing fitness to drive. Hunter New England Primary Health care 
Network and NSW Central Coast PHN; October. 
 
2020 Invited speaker: Assessing fitness to drive; St George LHD Aged Care service, October. 
 
 
 



This curriculum vitae is true and correct as at 29 March 2021.  
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